PARIS UNDER THE EMPIRE

important events in French history, from July 14th onwards,
are duly calendared according to the month and day of the
month, Clemenceau's crime in celebrating February 24th by
speech and writing was obvious. He therefore fell foul of the
Imperial police. The magistrate could admit no point in his
favour, and there was in fact no defence. Consequently
Georges Clemenceau, interne de Vhdpital, had the opportunity
given him of reflecting for two months upon the advantages
and drawbacks of his political creed, during a period of Buona-
partist supremacy, in the prison of Mazas. This was in 1862.

Three years later he took his doctor's degree. His formal
essay on this occasion gained him considerable reputation. It
was entitled De la Generation des EUments Anatomiques, and
proved not only that he had worked hard on the lines of his
profession but that he was capable of taking an original view
of the subjects he had mastered. This work has been
throughout the basis of Clemenceau's medical, social, political
and literary career. I got the book not long ago from the
London Library, and on the title-page of this first edition I
read in the author's own bold handwriting, " A. Monsieur J.
Stuart Mill hommage respectueux de I'auteur G. Clemenceau " :
a tribute to that eclectic philosopher * and thinker which he
followed up shortly afterwards by translating Mill's study of
Auguste Comte and Positivism into French. Clemenceau was
no great admirer of Comte, and specially disapproved of the
attempt of some of that author's pupils and followers to limit
investigation and cultivate agnosticism on matters which they
considered fell without the bounds of their master's theories
and categories.

" We are not of those," writes Clemenceau, " who admit
with the Positivigt that science can give us no information on
the enigma of things." This seems scarcely just to the modem
Positivists, for although Comte himself wished to restrict
mankind from the study of astronomy, for example, outside
of the solar system, they have been as ready as the rest of the
world to take advantage of discoveries beyond that system